Management of otoscierosis--an Irish perspective.
The last 30 years have seen a gradual change in the management of otosclerosis. The aim of this study is to evaluate the current practice amongst Irish otolaryngology consultants by a questionnaire and to compare it with the practice currently followed in Great Britain. Thirty-eight responses (67.9%) were available for analysis. The overall trend is towards centralisation with a reduction in the number of surgeons undertaking stapes surgery (39%). The majority of consultants (67%) who undertake stapes surgery would operate for a unilateral conductive loss and 67% would undertake bilateral stapes surgery. Stapedotomy is the only operation performed (100%) with none of the consultants performing partial or total stapedectomies.